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FOR THE FRIEND, 
ALIA BHYE. 


Among the native princes that have acted a 
conspicuous part in the eventful history of In- 


throughout all Malwa; and at the principal 
the shepherd tribe, and born in the Deccan, 
in the south-western part of the peninsula. 
His first occupation was that of a goat herd, 
which he early changed for the more conge- 
nial life of a soldier. His talents and courage 
soon distinguished him in his new career, 
which the distracted state of that unhappy 


considerable period in open court for a 


rity was exercised undisturbed by the jealousy 
and ambition of either. 

Alia Bhye took upon herself the direct ma- 
nagement of affairs, and sat every day for a| 


transaction of business. She heard every com- 


places of Hindu pilgrimage in India, she built 
temples, and distributed alms annually. Nor 
was her munificence limited to the supersti- 
tions of a puerile and false faith. She daily 
fed the poor ; during the hot months, persons 
were stationed on the roads to supply travellers 


plaint in person, and was always accessible|with water ; and at the commencement of the 


country rendered one of incessant action. Hejto the meanest of her subjects on the most|cold season, she clothed great numbers of the 


received from the Mahratta clneftain a large 


insignificant appeal. Her uniform mode of| 


district in the government of Malwa, as the life was to rise an hour before daybreak, to say 
reward of his military achievements, and was | her morning prayersand perform the customary 
promoted to the command of that fertile and|ceremonies. She then heard the sacred vo- 
populous district of central India, which has|lumes of her faith read for a fixed period, 
remained to be the seat of the power of his} distributed alms, and gave food in person to a 
successors. He retained throughout life the|number of brahmins. Her own breakfast 
simplicity of manners which belonged to his} was then brought, which was always of vege- 
original condition ; his administration was firm|table diet; after which she again went to 
and conciliating, and he died at the advanced | prayers, and took a short repose. At two 
age of seventy-six, in the undisturbed posses-|o’clock she went to her court, where she 
sion of rank and power. Mulhar Row Holkar| remained till six in the evening, after which 
had only one son, who perished in battle se-}two or three hours were devoted to religious 
veral years before the death of his father. This|exercises and a frugal repast. 


Business re- 
prince had married Alia Bhye, of a family of|commenced at nine o'clock, and continued | 
the name of Sindia, who must be admitted to| till eleven, at which hour she retired to rest. | 
have been one of the most remarkable women | These labours were continued with unremitted | 


of her own or any other age or country. She}assiduity during her long reign. ‘The hours| 
had one son and one daughter, the former of| gained from the affairs of state were all given 
whom succeeded to the power and possessions | to acts of devotion and charity ; and a deep 
of his grandfather. He enjoyed the dignity|sense of religion sustained her in this arduous 
for the short period of nine months, when a! course of life. She used to say, that “she 
paroxysm of madness terminated his career,| deemed herself answerable to God for every 
which had displayed a weak and unsettled in- | exercise of power ;’’ and in the full spirit ofa 
tellect, and the extremes of folly and of guilt.| pious and benevolent mind, was wont to ex- 
His sister had married into another family,| claim, when urged by her ministers to acts of 
and as the Hindu usage forbade her succession} extreme severity, “ Let us, mortals, beware) 
to the throne of her grandfather and brother,| how we destroy the works of the Almighty.”’ 
the government, and the choice of a successor,} The prudence and good conduct of Alia 
devolved upon Alia Bhye. The first events} Bhye were displayed, both in the internal ad- 
of her reign called forth the energy and pru-{ ministration and the foreign relations of her 
dence of her character, in a manner which|government. During her long reign, her ter- 
tended greatly, by the impression it must have) ritories were never but once invaded, and then 





| shared her compassion. 


joining lands by the cultivators ; 


made on all around her, to her subsequent 
prosperity. The minister of Mulhar Row, 
anxious to secure his own authority, proposed 


unsuccessfully ; the petty tributaries of her 
kingdom were restrained from their turbulent 
and predatory habits, and her revenue was 


poor and the infirm. The very brute creation 
She purchased fields 
in which the grain was left for the flocks of 
birds to devour that were driven from the ad- 
and the pea- 
sant, near Mhysir, used to see his yoke of oxen 
stopped in hot days, during their labour, to be 
refreshed with water brought by a servant of 
Alia Bhye. 

The daughter of Alia Bhye had one son, 
who died afier reaching manhood, and whose 
father followed him to the grave in about a 
year afterwards. ‘The widow immediately de- 
clared her resolution to burn with the corpse 
of her husband. Neither the entreaties nor 
the prayers of her mother could divert her 
from this fatal resolution. “You are old, 
mother,” said the calm and resolved daughter, 
“ and a few years will end your pious life. My 
only child and husband are gone; and when 
you follow, life, I feel, will be insupportable ; 
but the opportunity of terminating it with ho- 
nour will then have passed.”” When Alia 
Bhye found all her efforts unavailing, she re- 
solved to witness the last dreadfu! scene. She 
walked in the procession, and stood near the 
pile, where she was supported by two brah- 
mins, who held her arms. In the greatest 
agony of mind, she remained firm till the flame 
seized upon the pile; she then abandoned 
herself to her grief; her shrieks were heard 
amidst the exulting shouts of the multitude, 
and she was seen to gnaw in anguish those 
hands.which she could not extricate from the 
friendly grasp of her supporters. After some 
convulsive efforts, she regained her serenity, 
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so far as to join in some of the religious cere- 
monies of the occasion, and retired to her 
palace, where, for three days, she scarcely took 
any sustenance, and never uttered a word. 
This admirable woman died in the year 
1795, at the age of sixty, worn out with care 
and fatigue. In her person, she was of middle 
stature, and very thin. Though at no period 
of her life handsome, her complexion, which 
was ofa dark olive, was clear ; and her coun- 
tenance is described as having been to the last 


traordinary picture:—a female without vanity; | their brethren who remained faithful to the fa- 
a bigot without intolerance; a mind imbued|mily of David, continued to be the objects of 
with the deepest superstition, yet receiving no| divine favour. It would at least argue a great 
impressions, except what promoted the happi-| alteration in the course of government hitherto 
ness of those under its influence; a being ex-| pursued by their almighty King, to suppose 
ercising in the most able and active manner,|that he would suffer their conformity to the 
not merely with sincere humility, but under| superstitions either of idolaters or Mahomet- 
the severest moral restraint that a strict con-|ans, among the latter of whom it is generally 
science could impose on human action, and all| conjectured they are, if any where, to be some 
this combined with the greatest indulgence for| time discovered. It seems much more proba- 
the weakness and faults of others. In the|ble, that their dispersion was the final punish- 












hour of her existence agreeable, and express- 
ive of that goodness which marked every ac- 
tion of her life. “ Alia Bhye,’’ reported a 
woman who was sent by a jealous and wicked 
princess to bring an account of her looks, 
* Alia Bhye has not beautiful features, but a 
heavenly light is on her countenance.” She 
was very cheerful, and seldom in anger ; but 
when provoked by wickedness or crime, her 
countenance struck terror into the minds of the 
boldest. The mind of this extraordinary wo- 
man had been more cultivated than is usual 
with Hindus; and the Puranas, or sacred 
books, were her favourite study. She is re- 
presented as having been singularly quick and 
clear in the transaction of public business. 
Her early afflictions made a deep impression 
on her mind. After her husband’s death, 
“which occurred before she was twenty years 
of age, she always dressed in plain white 
clothes, according to the usage of Hindu wi- 
dows, without even an embroidered or coloured 
border, nor any jewels, except .a small neck- 
lace. She remained, indeed, amid every 
temptation, unchanged in her habits or cha- 
racter ; and even flattery appears to have been 
exhausted in vain. A brahmin wrote a book 
in her praise, which she heard read with pa- 
tience ; but, after observing “she was a 
weak, sinful woman, and not deserving such 
fine encomiums,”’ she directed it to be thrown 
into the Nerbudda, and took no farther no- 
tice of the author. “ Aware,”’ says the ac- 
complished historian of central India, from 
whose captivating narrative the above account 
is extracted, “of the partiality which was 
to be expected from information supplied 
by members and adherents of the Holkar 
family, regarding Alia Bhye, facts were col- 
lected from other quarters, to guard against 
the impressions, which the usual details of 
her administration are calculated to make. 
It was thought the picture had been over- 
charged with bright colours, to bring it more 
into contrast with the opposite system that 
has since prevailed in the countries she for- 
merly governed ; but though inquiries have 
been made among all ranks and classes, no- 
thing has been discovered to diminish the eulo- 
giums, or rather blessings, which are poured 
forth wherever her name is mentiened. The 
more, indeed, inquiry is pursued, the more ad- 
miration is excited. But, it appears above 
all extraordinary, how she had mental and 
bodily powers to go through with the labours 
she imposed on herself, and which, from the 
age of thirty to that of sixty, when she died, 
were unremitted.’’ “ The facts,’ continues 
the same high authority, “that have been 
stated of Alia Bhye, rest on grounds that ad- 
mit of no scepticism. It is, however, an ex- 


most sober view which can be taken of her 
character, she certainly appears, within her 
limited sphere, to have been one of the purest 
and most exemplary rulers that ever existed; 
and she affords a striking example of the prac- 
tical benefit a mind may receive from per- 
forming worldly duties under a deep sense of 
responsibility to its Creator.” 

The more spiritual believer in the blessed 
promises of our Lord would have added, that 
Alia Bhye was what she was by the grace of 
God; by that grace which hath appeared unto 
all men, teaching them, even where “ that 
blessed hope” and “the glorious appearing” 
were unknown, that they should live soberly, 
righteously, and piously; and which is able to 
make the sincere and the humble wise unto sal- 
vation, even where the understanding and the 
belief are the captives of an idolatrous and su- 
perstitious faith. 

The preceding sketch seems coloured with 
the hues of romance, and more resembles one 
of those bright pictures of kingly beneficence 
which the gentle Fenelon delighted to por- 
tray, than a sketch from contemporary his- 
tory. But the high character and official sta- 
tion of Sir John Malcolm stamp it with au- 
thenticity, and forbid us to doubt its fidelity. 

The annals of the whole heathen world may 
be challenged to exhibit a more remarkable 
example of patience and fortitude; of gentle 
wisdom, of self-denial, and of all the meek 
and heroic virtues. 

—>—_ 







































































FOR THE FRIEND. 
THE HEBREWS. 
(Continued from page 202.) 


The destruction of the kingdom of Israel 
occurred in the early part of the reign of He- 
zekiah, king of Judah; and from this period 
we lose all traces of the captive nation. They 
had been favoured with the example and ad- 
monitions of the prophets Elijah and Elisha, 
and from time to time the testimony of other 
pious servants of their neglected God had 
warned them of the consequences of their con- 
tumacy, and invited them to return to their 
obedience. But from the time that He rooted 
them out of their land, and dispersed them in 
unknown countries of the east, we have no 
account of their existence as a separate peo- 
ple; and those nations who have been sup- 
posed to be the ten tribes, possess no records 
or other evidences of the continued superin- 
tendence and interference of Providence in 
their affairs. The conclusion is therefore 
very probable, that they were no longer consi- 
dered as necessary to the consummation of that 
purpose for which their forefathers had been 
at first chosen, and for the execution of which 


ment of that part of the nation for incorrigible 
offences ; nor does this conclusion appear to 
be invalidated by the continuance of the Jews 


to the present day, as a peculiar and distinct 
people; for the superiority assigned Judah in 
the early promises respecting his posterity, 
taken in connection with the fact that all the 
supernatural exhibitions of divine favour have 
been confined for two thousand five hundred 
years to his descendants, appears sufficient to 
account for any title Which they may possess 
to a future re-occupation of the Holy Land. 

The prophecy of Isaiah to king Hezekiah, 
that his descendants should be carried away to 
Babylon, had been pronounced but a few years 
before its accomplishment was commenced, in 
the defeat and captivity of Manasseh, who was 
carried to Babylon in chains by Esar-haddon. 
His repentance procured his release and re- 
turn to Jerusalem ; but his descendants soon 
forgot the calamity, and by repeated revolts 
from the authority of the Babylonian kings, 
provoked the full accomplishment of the pre- 
diction. Nebuchadnezzar repeatedly laid 
siege toand captured Jerusalem ; at each suc- 
cessive visit inflicting more severe punishment 
upon its inhabitants. The captivity of seventy 
years foretold by Jeremiah, commenced with 
his first conquest of the city, when he carried 
away Daniel and his three friends as hostages. 
After his second visit, he carried away the 
golden utensils of the temple procured by 
Solomon, two thousand nobles, several thou- 
sand soldiers and artificers, who, with their 
wives and children, it is supposed, amounted 
to forty thousand souls, and placed them be- 
yond the river Chebar in Mesopotamia. 
Among the captives was the prophet Ezekiel. 
The third time, Nebuchadnezzar took captive 
the king Zedekiah, and putting out his eyes 
led him in chains to Babylon—thus fulfilling 
the somewhat enigmatical prophecy of Ezekiel, 
that he should go into that splendid city and 
not see it. Soon after, he sent an officer, who 
took every thing that was valuable out of the 
temple, set fire to that and to the city, and 
threw down the fortifications. He took away 
also the inhabitants; the principal of whom, 
as instigators of the revolt, he put to death at 
Riblah ; the rest were forced into exile. 

The nobles and warriors who had fled from 
this invasion soon returned, and commenced 
again an opposition to the Chaldee authority 
by murdering the governor. Fearing the ven- 
geance of the Chaldees for this act, they fled 
to Egypt, carrying with them Jeremiah, who 
strenuously insisted on their obeying the divine 
command and remaining in their own country. 
Four years after, the few who remained, seven 
hundred and forty-five in number, were taken 
away by the command of Nebuchadnezzar 
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and the land entirely bereaved of its inhabitants.| To the Editor of “ The Friend.” | 


New colonists were not however introduced, 
as had been done by the Assyrians at Sama- 
ria; and although nomadic tribes wandered 
through the country, and the Idumeans settled 
in some of the southern parts of it, yet the 
land remained for the most part uninhabited, 
and ready for the return of the Hebrews. ‘This 
had been foretold by Moses ages before, and 
succeeding prophets had given more circum- 
stantial predictions of the same events. 

The condition of the Hebrews while in cap- 
tivity was far from being one of abject wretch- 
edness. The prophet Daniel held the first 
office at the court of Babylon; three of his 
friends occupied important political stations; 
and Jehoiachim, the former king of Judah, 
was released from an imprisonment of thirty 
years, and was preferred, in point of rank, to 
all the kings who were then at Babylon—he 
ate at the table of his conqueror, and received 
an annual allowance corresponding to his re- 
gal dignity. 

At the same time, it is evident that their 
humiliation as a people punished by their 
God, was always extremely painful, and fre- 


quently drew on them expressions of contempt. } 


The peculiarities of their religion afforded 
many opportunities for the ridicule of the Chal- 
deans, a striking example of which is given in 
the profanation of the sacred vessels of the 
temple. By such insults they were made to 
fee] more sensibly the loss of their homes, their 


gardens and fruitful fields, the burning of 
their capital and temple, and the cessation of 


the public solemnities of their religion. 

The fulfilment of the many prophecies 
which they witnessed, regarding both them- 
selves and the neighbouring nations, must have 
awakened reflection, as the very punishments 
which they were suffering must have been a 
powerful, though bitter remedy, against their 
propensity to idolatry. They could not, in 
short, easily become idolaters, while such men 
as Daniel and Ezekiel were continually and 
earnestly reminding them of the God whom 
they were bound to serve. 

Indeed, if we may so speak, God pursued 
the Hebrews during their captivity, with the 
efficacious dealings of his providence, with 
miracles and prophecies, in order to compel 
them to preserve the true religion; and the 
end of their exile being thus obtained, and 
their great humiliation remaining as an awful 
example to future generations, of the justice 
and power of Jehovah their king, at the ex- 
piration of the appointed period, they were 
restored, by an edict of Cyrus, to their long 
forsaken home. 

It is, however, supposed, that many of the 
nation chose to remain behind, having become 
inured to their exile, and thinking themselves 


more pleasantly situated than they would be 
in Judea. 


(To be continued.) 








Nothing is truly infamous but what is wicked; 
and therefore shame can never disturb an innocent 
and virtuous mind.—Sherlock. 

—_— 


Hypocrisy desires to seem good rather than to be 


so; honesty desires to be good rather than to seem 
30.— Warwick. 


















I have lately passed some hours of solitude 
and depression of spirit, in perusing an un- 
published collection of biographical sketches 
of our early Friends; and if I should succeed 
in conveying the impressions which it has left 
upon my own mind, shall think the time pass- 
ed in thus recording them neither idly nor 
uselessly spent. These affectionate testimo- 
nies of survivors to the worth of departed 
friends, as they are written while the heart 
is subdued by sorrow, breathe, in almost every 
case, a piety and simplicity, and are animated 
with a warmth and earnestness which are 
deeply affecting. Of one it is recorded that 
“ he boldly preached the truth in the time of 
the hottest persecution; of another, that “ he 
was a steady pillar in the church, and useful 
to his country ; that his door was open to 
strangers, and that he stood firm against the 
spirit of division;’’ of one, that “ he was a large 
experiencer of the work of God, and the deep 
mysteries of the heavenly kingdom; having 
clear openings in meetings to declare of and 
unfold the same, in the demonstration of the 


spirit, to the comforting and establishing of 


Friends in their journey Zion-ward;’’ that “ he 
departed this ‘life, we trust in peace with the 
Lord, and in perfect unity with his brethren;”’ 
and, of a fourth, that “ he was a meek man, 
of a loving temper, remarkably just in his 
dealings, and it may be said, he was one 
that loved and feared the Lord, and hated co- 
vetousness, a good example in his day, and 
hath left a good report behind him.” In one 
place, an affectionate wife embalms the me- 
mory of her husband, with whom she had lived 
in sweet unity, and whose last desires were 
that the Lord might preserve her, for he must 
leave her and go to his rest, “ with many more 


sweet and heavenly expressions and exhorta- 
tions.”’ 


Of an ancient and honourable matron it is 
said, that “she was an inward and heavenly 
minded woman, and from her own experience 
of the virtue of truth, she was often drawn 
forth into a living testimony thereto. The 
sweet frame of spirit and peace of mind, 
which, with great comfort, several of us be- 
held her in, upon a visit a few days before her 
departure, gives us good cause to believe she 
died in the Lord, and is entered into everlast- 
ing rest.’’ Another of these affectionate eulo- 
gies testifies respecting its subject, that “ she 


her life, meek, gentle, and courteous to all; 
an example of good to those she was conver- 
sant with, a loving wife, an affectiontae mo- 
ther, a good neighbour, and a kind friend; and 
as she lived, so she died, a pattern of meek- 
ness and innocency.” “This, our dear and 
ancient friend,”’ says another, “‘ was one whom 
the Lord was pleased to revisit with the kind 
and merciful offers of salvation in her youth. 
which she embraced, and became a chosen 
vessel for his use. “In the very decline of 
her life,” it is added, “ she shone more bright 
in her gift than ever.” 


How affecting are these short and simple 
annals! They speak as eloquently of the sur- 


was exemplary in the course and conduct of 


the bright example did not shine in vain; that 
in their path through life, those dedicated 
Christians were cheered and upheld by faith- 
ful brethren. ‘To the superficial observer, the 
condition of Society of which they speak, must 
have appeared monotonous and frigid, incap- 
able of calling forth the higher qualities of the 
mind, or of sustaining a generous and devoted 
enthusiasm. No estimate could be more fal- 
lacious. In few other civil or religious com- 
munities has there ever burned a brighter and 
steadier light of pure example, than has, even 
in its most disastrous times, been preserved 
unextinguished in our own Society. I say 
this in reverent thankfulness for so great a 
blessing inherited from generation to genera- 
tion. And when we turn to those who were 
the objects of so much religious care and ex- 
ercise—the witnesses of such bright examples 
—the teachers and the taught of those who 
walked so consistently before men; when we 
reflect that of these the very names have 
perished from the earth, yet that all the great 
ends of their existence have been fulfilled, how 
worthless do the honours and rewards of the 
world appear! In every substantial respect— 
in peace of mind—in cheerful acquiescence 
in the allotments of Providence—in the luxury 
of well doing—in the severe and manly joys 
of fortitude, patience, and the mastery over the 
passions, it is the Christian who is the happy 
man. Nor can any more consolatory view be 
taken of the world than this—that from every 
inhabited hill and valley there probably ascends 
an accepted oblation, that the Almighty has 
no where left himself without a witness; that 
in communities of which the world has never 
heard—in families that hide their almsgiving— 
in individuals whose aspirations are only 
known on high, the influences of pure religion 
are felt as an animating and controlling prin- 
ciple. Views of this nature, extending from our 
own little community to the whole Christian 
world, tend to soften and expand the heart. 
‘They excite our desires to become a part of 
that band of worshippers, whose present en- 
joyments and whose future rewards so much 
transcend all that this world has to bestow. 
The feelings which I have endeavoured to 
portray, are always strongly excited by the 
affecting answers to one of the queries which 
are read in our yearly meeting. The simple 
recital in that large assembly of the names and 
ages of the ministers and elders that have 
finished their course, is always solemnizing 
and touching. There is not probably a single 
name read, which does not awaken in a large 
portion of the audience the feelings of domes- 
tic sorrow, or some recollection connected 
with the public services and private worth of 
the departed. Where the example has been 
one of peculiar brightness—the career long 
and eminent, how often have we seen that 
whole assembly pause, to weep, as it were, 
over the memory of the dead, while some kin- 
dred spirit has borne his testimony to the 
faithfulness and humility of bim we mourned, 
or rehearsed the rich consolations of the gos- 
pel. “Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord.” “ And they shall see his face; and 
his name shall be in their foreheads.” “ For 


vivors as of the departed. ‘They prove that|the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne 
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shall feed them, and shall lead them into living 
fountains, and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes. ” K. L. 
—>—— 
A NEW YEAR’S EVE. 
From a Poem with this title, by Gernanv Barton. 


Once more, “* A New Year's Eve!” My strain 
began 
With sober thoughts, with such it well may end; 
For when, oh ! when, should these come home to 
man, 
With such a season if they may not blend? 
My gentle reader, let an unknown friend 
Remind thee of the ceaseless lapse of time! 
Nor will his serious tone thy ear offend, 
If love may plead his pardon for the crime 
Of blending solemn truth with minstrel’s simple 


rhyme. 


“I would not trifle merely, though the world 

Be loudest in their praise who do no more;” 
A standard is uplifted and unfurl’d; 

The summons hath gone forth from shore to shore; 
In thougbt’s still pause, in passion’s loud uproar, 

Thine ear has heard that gentle voice serene, 
Deep, but not loud, behind thee and before; 

Thine inward eye that banner too hath seen;— 
Hast thou obeyed the call? or still a loiterer been? 


Canst thou forget who first, on Calv’ry’s height, 
Lifted that glorious banner up on high, 
While heaven above was wrapped in starless night, 
And earth, convulsed with horror, heard the cry, 
Ext, Evi, LAMA sABACTHANI? 
Look back upon the hour, of grief and pain; 
For ruee He came to suffer, and to die! 
The blood he shed must be thy boon or bane, 
Let conscience answer which! He hath not died in 
vain. 


Christ died for att. But in that general debt 
He bled to cancel—dost not thou partake: 
Is thine, too, blotted out? Oh, do not set 
Upon a doubtful issue such a stake ! 
Each faculty of soul and sense awake; 
Trust not a general truth, which may be vain 
To thee; but rather, for thy Saviour’s sake, 
And for thy own, some evidence attain: 
For thee, indeed, he died—for thee hath risen again. 


Are thy locks white with many long-past years? 
One more is dawning which thy last may be; 
Art thou in middle age, by worldly fears 
And hopes surrounded? set thy spirit free, 
More awful fears, more glorious hopes to see. 
Art thou in blooming youth? Thyself engage 
To serve and honour Him who unto thee 
Would be a guide and guard through life’s first 
stage, 
Wisdom in manhood’s strength, and greenness in old 


age. 


—>——— 
BEAUTY OF TREES. 


What can be more beautiful than trees? Their 
lofty trunks, august in their simplicity, asserting, to 
thé most inexperienced eye, their infinite superiority 
over the imitative pillars of man’s pride; their grace- 
ful play of wide spreading branches, and all the de- 
licate and glorious machinery of buds, leaves, flow- 
ers and fruit, that, with more than magical effect, 
burst from the naked and rigid twigs, with all the 
rich, and heaven-breathing delectable odours, pure, 
and fresh, and animating, pouring out spices aud me- 
dicinals, brilliant and unimaginably‘varied colours 
under essences; and making music, from the softest 
and most melancholy under-tones to the full organ 
peal of the tempest. We wonder not that tress have 

the admiration of men in all periods and na- 
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his vast army to contemplate the beauty of a tree 
—Cicero, from the throng, and exertion, and anxiety 
of the foram, was accustomed, Pliny tells us, to 
steal forth to a grove of plane trees to refresh and 
invigorate his spirit. In the Seapwan groves, the 
same author adds, Thucydides was supposed to 
have composed his noble histories. The Greek and 
Roman classics, indeed, abound with expressions of 
admiration of trees and woods, and with customs 
which have originated in that admiration: but above 
all, as the Bible surpasses, in the splendour and majes- 
ty of its poetry, all books in the world; so is its syl- 
van and arborescent imagery the most bold and 
beautiful. Beneath some spreading trees are the an- 
cient patriarchs revealed to us, sitting in contempla- 
tion, or receiving the visits of angels; and what a 
calm and dignified picture of primeval life is present- 
ed to our imagination at the mention of Deborah, 
the wife of Dapidoth, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel, between Ramah and Bethel, in Mount Eph- 
raim, bencath the palm tree of Deborah. The oaks 
of Bashan, and the cedar of Lebanon, are but other 
and better names for glory and power. The vine, 
the olive, and the fig tree, are made imperishable 
emblems of peace, plenty, and festivity. David in 
his psalms, Solomon in his songs and proverbs, the 
Prophets in the sublime outpourings of the awful 
inspiration, and Christ in his parables, those most 
beautiful and perfect of all allegories, luxuriate in| 
signs and similes drawn from the fair trees of the 
east, 


WAR. 

“Can one who professes the peaceable doctrines 
of the gospel bea soldier? Shall he who is not to 
revenge his own injuries be instrumental in bringing 
others to imprisonment and death ?”—Tertullian. 

The early Christian writers almost universally con- 
demned war, whether offensive or defensive, as con- 
trary to the known principles of their religion. Justin 
the martyr, Tatian and Clement of Alexandria—men 
who stood up against the dark idolatry of their gene- 
ration—the giant leaders of their sect—denounced 
warfare, as diametrically opposed to the pure pre- 
cepts of their great Master. The names of Cyprian, 
Origen, Lactantius, Ambrose, Chrysostom, and Ire- | 
neus, might be adduéed in support of this doctrine. 
They promulgated their pacific principles, at a time} 
when the world was convulsed with warfare—when | 
the earth was red with slaughter, and the heavens | 
were black with the smoke of desolation. Girded} 
with the strength of their Redeemer, and lifted above | 
fear, the words of Him who “spake as never man} 
spake” were upon their lips, while the spear of the} 
Roman legionary was levelled at their bosoms. 

In the acts of Ruinart, are preserved many inter-| 


Christians against warfare—a testimony,which many 
of them sealed with their blood. \ Among the 


brought before the tribunal, in order to be enrolled 
as a soldier. Dion, the proconsul, demanded his 
name. ‘ Why wouldst thou know my name?” he 
returned, “ I am a Christian, and cannot fight.” 
Dion ordered him to be enrolled, and bade the 
officer mark him, but Maximilian refused to be mark- 
ed, still asserting that he was a Christian. The ex- 


lasperated Roman turned fiercely towards him— 


“ Bear arms, or thou shalt die.” “I cannot fight, 
if I die,” calmly answered Maximilian. 
“* Maximilian,” returned Dion, “take thy arms 


|and receive thy mark, or thou shalt suffer a misera- 


ble death.” “I shall not perish,” replied Maximi- 
lian. “ My name is already enrolled with Christ, I 
cannot fight.” 

The indignant warrior ordered his name to be 
struck from the roll, and proceeded to pronounce 
sentence of death upon the intrepic youth. He met 
his untimely fate with firmness and resignation. 

Marcellus was a distinguished centurion in the 


ilegion of Trajana. At a military festival, when the} godica 


eyes of the multitude were upon him, he advanced 





to the head of his legion, and throwing down his iol 


i of the world. What is the richest country |signia of authority, declared. in a loud voice that he 
Without trees? What barren and monotonous spot} was a Christian, and could fight nolonger. He was 


can they not convert into a paradise? Xerxes, in leondemned to death, and suffered in the hope of a} 
the midst of his most ambitious enterprise, stopped | glorious immortality. 





esting accounts of the testimony borne by the early | 4, 


These instances of heroic firmness, and implicit 
obedience to the doctrines of the gospel, occurred in 
the purest age of Christianity, while it was yet un- 
adulterated and fresh from the hands of its author. 
During the first and second centuries there were no 
Christian soldiers. Their sentiments were unani- 
mous on this point,and they were openly taught, and 
fearlessly maintained in the very face of military 
domination—beneath the very eagles of the all-con- 
quering Roman. 


Sinews bought and sold.—We had the curiosity, a 
day or two since, to look over the Milledgeville 
(Georgia) Journal, of January 26, and to count the 
number of negroes advertised in that paper. The 
result was ‘hree hundred and sixty-nine persons adver- 
tised for sale in a single paper. Most of them were 
by sheriffs’ sales. They were advertised promiscu- 
ously with horses, swine, mules, asses, geese, sheep, 
&e. There were also several advertisements of ne- 
groes to let at auction, and some, of other property 
offered in exchange for negroes.—W orcester Spy. 





Rogers’ cutlery establishment, at Sheffield, England. 
—Rogers’ establishment for cutlery was, of course, 
an object of curiosity. His finest articles are exhi- 
bited for sale,in a large, well-furnished apartment, 
fitted up in a style which would not discredit a draw- 
ingroom. Beneath a case at one end is a penknife, 
with 1823 blades, and another at the opposite end, 
little less formidable for the number of its bristling 
points. Near by are also exhibited in a rosewood 
case, a penknife of a perfect construction, less than 
a quarter of an inch long, a pair of scissors of still 
smaller dimensions, with a variety of other articles 
which seem to have been the handy work of Lillivu- 
tian artists. We afterwards visited the shops where 
penknives, razors, &c. are manufactured. Penknives 
are made by a very rapid process. A blade is forged 
in about two minutes, but passes through a variety 
of hands before the knife is ready for sale. The 
whole amount of time, however, which is actually 
expended in its construction, is very trifling. In 
tempering, the workmen are directed by the colour 
of the oxyde, when the blade is taken from the wa- 
ter. An orange colour is considered to indicate the 
proper degree of hardness. If the crust on the blade 
is blue, the temper is too soft; if white, too hard.— 
Notes of a Traveller. 








FOR THE FRIEND. 
Anecdote of Richard Jordan, 


During one of the visits of that faithful minister, 
the late William Williams, of Tennessee, to Phila- 
lphia, whilst sitting at the house of the friend 
where he lodged, a person present mentioned that 


. ne Se WaS! Richard Jordan had been silent for a considerable 
|a young convert of the name of Maximilian, who was 


length of time, in his own meeting for worship. 
* Perhaps,” said William, “ he is making a convert.” 
On being asked for an explanation, he stated, that 
during the time Richard Jordan and he resided near 
each other, in North Carolina, a neighbour of theirs, 
a man of note, conceived a great inclination to hear 
Richard preach, and for this purpose attended seye- 
ral first day meetings, but our friend was silent, 
Well, thought the neighbour, Mr. Jordan only 
preaches on week days;—and on week days he 
accordingly attended Friends’ meeting ; but Richard 
remained sealed. .This continued for several weeks, 
until the neighbour found the desire of hearing that 
faithful servant of his crucified Lord subside; but 
another work had been imperceptibly going on; and 
he now felt that he was not at liberty to neglect the 
attendance of either first day or week day meetings ; 


B? > 


and he became convinced of Friends’ principles. 
After the desire of hearing Richard had been suc- 
ceeded by a willingness to listen to the “still smal! 
voice,” the seal was removed from the lips of that 
ted servant, and he was permitted again vo- 
cally to minister. 





Never speak of religion for the sake of discourse 
and entertainment, but for the purpose of piety, 
Lady E. Brooke. 
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FOR THE FRIEND. lthat his release was at hand, and on being 

FRAGMENTS, NO. 14. asked one day by the justice if he would pro-| ment, and hid his face, withdrew his poure, 

‘ 7 mise never to take up arms against the king,| when great numbers of people were before me. 

To defend the Society against the £TOSS | Thomas replied that he was come to the end/|_ then waited on him, and cried in spirit in 


abuse and repeated misrepresentations Of} of aj) wars, according to the prophet Isaiah’s|deep distress, and he then appeared, and filled 
Francis Bugg, who had been a member about 


=? 


stripped me to exceeding great impoverish- 


: . testimony; the justice bid him go and get as|my soul as in a moment—his glory shined, his 
twenty-five years, according to his own aC-! many into that mind as he could. At Here-|word as a fier and a hammer operated; the 
count, when he forsook the Society, and prov-|fordshire, the priest induced the soldiers to|rocks were rent, and the souls of many deeply 
ed himself one of its bitterest enemies, this de- | break up the meeting, who came while he was laffected, and many gathered to God. And I 
claration, or creed, was drawn up by Friends, |i, prayer, and commanding him to desist, they | was led to admire the way of my soul’s belov- 


















and presented to the parliament. . We, whose 
names are underwritten, being in Christian 
society with the people commonly called Qua- stopped him by thrusting a pair of gloves into 
kers, do, in conscience, declare and certify all!) i." mouth: they then took him and seve- 
pou concerned, . ral of his friends to prison, where they were 

“1. That we sincerely believe and confess) confined twelve weeks. Where are the suc- 
that Jesus of Nazareth, who was born of the cessors of that devoted people, who loved not 
virgin Mary, is the tg Messiah, the very | their lives unto death, and esteemed reproach 
Christ, the Son of the living God, to whom all) anq suffering for the cause of Christ, greater 
his prophets gave weet And we do high- riches than all the treasures of this fading 
ly value his death, sufferings, works, offices, world? With them, religion, and the fulfil- 
and merits, for the redemption and salvation ment ef its obligations, ous tee chhit beatin 
of mankind, together with his laws, doctrines, of life; but, laat with tan many now who seem 
and ministry. to revere their name and character, the case 


_ «2. ‘That this Wry Christ of God, was and) ;, quite reversed; the world with its riches and 
is the Lamb of God that takes away the sins 


of the on who was slain, — a — pursuit, while religion seems to be scarcely 
alive, and lives for evermore, in Ais divine) thought of, or attended to more than once or 
eternal glory, dominion and power, with the| ying a week. 


Father. Thomas Chalkley. ‘So I went to my call- 
** 3. That the holy Scriptures of the old and ling, and got a little money, (a little ‘being 
new Testament are of divine authority, as enough, ) which I was made willing to spend 
being given by inspiration from God. freely in the work and service of my great 
‘4, That magistracy or civil government is Master, Christ Jesus. And about this time | 
God’s ordinance, the good ends thereof being | was concerned to travel in the north of Eng- 
for the punishment of evil doers, and praise of|Jand and part of Scotland, which I did in that 
them that do well. ability God gave me; and that dispensation 
«“ And we know of no other doctrine or|which I had freely received, I freely handed 
principle preached, maintained, or ever receiv- | forth to the people, devoting my strength and 
ed among, or by us, since we were a people,|time to serve Him that had done so much for 
contrary to these before mentioned.”” Signed|me; and I had the satisfaction to find divers 
in behalf of the said people, by ‘Thomas Lower | confessing the truth, as itis in Jesus.” At 
and thirty-one others. Edinburgh, he says, they held their meeting in 
Thomas Briggs, a faithful minister of Jesus|the street, Friends being locked out of their 
Christ, was born in 1610, received the mes-|house. A great number of people attended, 
sage of George Fox about the year 1653, and|of which the provost was informed, when he 
soon went forth himself preaching the light of ordered the key to be given to them, saying, 
Christ as the immediate means of salvation, |*‘the Quakers would do more hurt out of 
and died in 1685. He displayed great firm-|doors than within.” 
ness and constancy in publishing the gospel} Charles Marshall. The following letter, 
through the streets, assailed as he often was|which has been preserved in manuscript, ap- 
by desperate mobs, who appeared determined |pears to have been written by C. M. to Tho- 
to destroy him. At one time he was knocked |mas Chalkley while he was in this journey into 
down to the ground, and as he arose and turn-|Scotland. “London, 15th of 9th mo. 1697. 
ed his “ cheek to the smiter,” he struck him |Deare friend, In my Father’s tender love, is 
in the mouth so that the blood gushed out. |the salutation of my deare love unto thee, 
Sometimes swords were drawn, and axes lift-|greately and fervently desireing thy welfare 
ed up against him; and, on one occasion, the |every way, perticularly the Lord’s being with 
rude people combined to throw him off ajthee in the opening of his pure love, life, and 
bridge which he had to pass, but were frus-|heavenly wisdom, in thy travill and labours 
trated. He believed it to be his duty to pay a}among the children of men. And now that 
visit to I. Clapham,’ a noted opponent of|above all things, that thy eye be single to the 
Friends; on approaching the house, Clapham, |Lord God Almighty, feeling his emptying and 
without speaking to him, set his dog upon) filling poure, and his every day furnishing thee 
him; but the dog, more kind than his master, | for the work of the day ; depending upon the 
refused to do him any injury. On declining to! word of life, and its giveing words upon all 
take an oath about the time the fifth monarchy | occasions; and go forth in its orderings, and 
men rose in London, he was immured in a|see its arisings and scatterings all clouds, dif- 
dungeon at Shrewsbury ten weeks, having no-| ficulties, and appearing exercising things. 
thing to lie on but a little pea straw. Just}And here was my preservation in the times of 
before the proclamation of the king for the deep travills in a cloudy day; and many time 
liberation of Friends, he had an impression|the Lord took away strength from me, and 






































enjoyments constitute the principal object of 


put a pistol to his breast; but disregarding|ed, and when many were astonished, others 
their threats, he continued praying tll they | deeply overcome with love and affection, I 


saw it my way to return into humility and a 
deep sense of the love of my heavenly Father, 
and here I was preserved out of the several 
snares that attend young travellers, for seve- 
rall have been hurt by endeavouring to furnish 
themselves, and gird themselves, and deck 
themselves with the Lord’s jewells, and so 
have not grown skilful in the word of life. 
My soul desires that the God of my life may 
give thee a clear judgment in these and all 
things, and preserve over the affectionate part 
that have harmed several; that strong in the 
Lord and in the power of his might, thou 
may travel every day, encouraged with his 
goodness, and helped by the spring of the wis- 
dom that is from above; that thou mayst see 
the travail of thy soul amonge those thou tra- 
vels, and the greate name of the Lord honour- 
ed, is the breathing and supplication of thy 
tender friend and brother, C. Marshall. 

P.S. I have had several bright and glorious 
meetings in this city since the yearly meeting.” 

Wilham Penn. “ The two pastors and the 
doctor came with us a field’s length when we 
took wagon; and the chiefest of them took oc- 
casion to ask me, if the truth rose not first 
amongst a poor, illiterate, and simple sort of 
people. [ told him, yes, that was our com- 
fort, and that we owed it not to the learning 
of this world. “ Then,” said he, “let not the 
learning of this world be used to defend that 
which the spirit of God hath brought forth; 
for scholars now coming amongst you, will be 
apt to mix school learning amongst your 
simpler and purer language, and thereby ob- 
scure the brightness of the testimony.’’— Tra- 
vels in Holland. 

Richard Davis. “I had several exercises 
this year, 1682, in London, both from false 
brethren and otherwise. Once I was at the 
Bull and Meuth meeting, and there were in 
the gallery several troublesome people, and 
none of our ministering brethren in true unity 
with us but George Whitehead and William 
Gibson. The gallery being pretty full, one 
of them seeined to strive to keep me out, and 
our friends George Whitehead and William 
Gibson perceiving it, made way for me to come 
up to them; another of them had been speak- 
ing long in the meeting, and had made many 
weary of him. 

I was under great concern in my spirit for 
the honour and exaltation of the name of the 
Lord and his truth, and the ease of many that 
were under weights and burthens; yet for 
quietness sake, | silently bore the weight and 
exercise that was upon me, till he had done. 
Then my mouth was opened in the name 
and power of God, who had compassion on 
his afflicted seed, and caused the light and 
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life of his countenance to overshadow the 
meetiny, to the comfort and great satisfaction 
of the faithful. I was made to detect the false 
doctrine, which one of them had declared to 
the people, viz. that the children of God are 
destroyed for want of knowledge. [ told the 
people, that the children of God in these days, 
were the children of the new covenant, and the 
covenant that he makes with them is, that they 
shall know him from the least to the greatest; and 
the true knowledge of God to his people in these 
days, is life eternal, John xvii. 2. Though Israel 
of old were destroyed for want of knowledge, 
because they forgot the God of their fathers, 
that brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
and out of the house of bondage, insomuch 
that the Lord complained of them, and said, 
the ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his mas- 
ter’s crib, but my people know not me ; and 
elsewhere, they have forgotten me days with- 
outnumber. ‘These were those apostates, that 
the Lord complained, had committed two 
evils ; they had forsaken him, the fountain of 
living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, 
broken cisterns, that could hold no water. 
These were such as the apostle said, when they 
knew God, they glorified him not as God, nei- 
ther were thankful ; but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish heart was dark- 
ened: for this cause God gave them up unto 
vile affections, and a reprobate mind. And 
the apostates in our days, said I, have forgot 
the God that first made them acquainted in 
measure with him ; so having lost the sense of 
his goodness, have separated themselves from 
the love and unity of the brethren, but the 
children of God, who are faithful to the mea- 
sures of the grace of God in themselves, know 
it to be their teacher and leader into all truth. 
These are not destroyed for want of knowledge, 
though the world knows him not. There are 
apostates in our age, who have lost the true 
knowledge of him; but the saints in light have and 
remain in the true knowledge of him, being 
guided by the spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it seeth him not, nei- 
ther knoweth him, but ye know him, for he 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. John, 
xiv. 17. 

The meetings of our early Friends were of- 
ten disturbed by a “ troublesome people”? who 
had apostatized from the faith which they once 
professed—who thrust themselves into their 
galleries and assumed the sacred office of 
preachers, and treated with contempt the 
faithful ministers in the society. But as Friends 
kept to the foundation which had sustained 
them through the storms of persecution, hav- 
ing their trust in the Lord, they experienced 
lis divine presence in their reverent approach- 
es before him, strengthening them to endure 
patiently the trials to which they were subject- 
ed by false brethren, and to bear a decided 
testimony to the truth as it is in Jesus. It is 
by repairing to the same immutable rock, that 
those of like precious faith will witness the 
arms of their hands made strong for the work 
of this day of revolt, and their hearts replenish- 
ed with a measure of that love in which the 
Son and sent of the Father came to seek and to 
save that which was lost. Many have been 
driven from the fold in a cloudy and dark day, 


and it is not only the duty, but the highest was for their own accommodation and not hers. 
honour of the Christian as a delegated shepherd, | Anna Braithwaite and her companion could 
to labour to bring back that which has wan-| have gone to Burlington, quite as comfortably 
dered, and to restore that which was turned| and pleasantly, for less than ten dollars. There 
out of the right way. cannot easily be imagined any thing more des- 
‘eae | picable than the publication of these pretended 

ror THE Frienp, | #¢counts of expenses. There is something so 


: ; . | contemptible in it, that every man who pos- 
It gives us pleasure to insert the following) : . 
sesses any sense of honour would turn from 


statement, fr irtee D : : . ee : 
itement, from the thirteenth number of the| it with disgust ; but when, in addition to this, 


Miscellaneous Repository. We knew that the . 

ee a he! we reflect, that absolute falsehood is coupled 
account contained in Gould’s Advocate was a\_-., -; . 

: 7 |with its meanness, we cannot but pity the 
falsehood, as soon as we saw it; for we had , 


! ‘ . | advocates of a cause which requires such 
conversation with Henry Crew, the companion 


of E. Bates, immediately after their return from 
New England yearly meeting, and he related 
to us the facts which are detailed in the sub- 
joined account. When men can so shame- 


lessly disregard the truth, as the author of| 


Gould’s essay has done, and with the design | o¢ New York yearly meeting. 


degrading expedients to uphold it. 
P. F. 
STATEMENT CORRECTED, 
In Gould’s Advocate for the present year, p. 103, 
I find a bill of expenses charged to English Friends 


and others, as having been drawn from the treasury 
Of this statement I 


of injuring the reputation of an innocent man,| do not pretend to have any personal knowledge, ex- 
no character, however unsullied, is secure| cept one item, which is as follows : 


against their attempts. Every principle of 
justice and honour is sacrificed to the further- 
ance of their purposes, and nothing short of 
the terrors of the law is sufficient to restrain 
them. It is certainly a singular exhibition of 
hardihood in assertion, when the writer of the 
essay states that his account of expenses had 
been “ faithfully extracted from the treasurer’s 
book.’’ Such faith as this is but another name 
for the most flagrant injustice. 
There is another item in the account, which 
manifests a destitution of good principle not 
less loathsome. It is a charge against Anna 
sraithwaite, for conveying her from New York 
to Burlington. It is thus stated :— 


“J. Wright and R. P.,in company with 


Isaac Stephenson and Anna Braithwaite, $46 48.” 


delphia with Anna Braithwaite ; the charge, 
therefore, as relates to him, is utterly ground- 
less. 











“ Elisha Bates, suit of clothes, $51 63.” 
And the account is said to be “faithfully extracted 
from the treasurer’s book.” 

In reply to this, I am bold to state explicitly and 
positively, that I never received one single article of 
clothing, or one single cent of money. from the trea- 
sury of New York yearly meeting, and I challenge 
the whole host of Hicksites to prove the contrary. 
There were, however, some circumstances which oc- 
curred while I was in that section of the country, 
which, by a common Hicksite operation, may have 
been converted into this item. 

When I was on that journey, in 1826, I was pre- 
pared to pay my own expenses, and wished to do it. 
My outfit was entirely my own, and derived from my 
own resources, The carriage was my own, built 
principally by my own hands, and one of the horses 
was mine; the other belonged to my companion. 
The harness for both belonged entirely to me. 

When we reached New York, Friends sent our 


; | carriage and horses to their livery stable, which we 
In the first place, it will be proper to state, | 


that Isaac Stephenson did not come to Phila-| bol oT 
| to take care of the horses of ministers who visit them. 


understood was the usage there. The usage in 
Mount Pleasant and its neighbourhood is, for Friends 


I do this myself, and I had no objections to its being 


: : | done in the case of our horses, nor any wish that it 
Anna Braithwaite, soon after her first|should be, but was willing that the common usage 


arrival from England, wished to come from should be observed. My companion, (Henry Crew,) 


New York to Philadelphia. Stephen Grellet, 
who was then in New York, and about return- 
ing to Burlington, offered to accompany her. 
The proposal was particularly agreeable to 
A. B., as they had been acquainted in Eng- 
land. But Isaac Wright, with whom she made 
her home, was not willing she should come 
with him, and as he and his wife proposed 
making a visit to Burlington for their own 
gratification, they accordingly brought her in 
their carriage. R. P., who was also going to 
Burlington on a visit, conveyed her companion, 
Sarah Sutton, in his chaise. The whole affair 
was managed by the Hicksites themselves, to 
gratify their own humour and answer their 
own purposes. Bills to the amount stated 
($46 48) for the expenses incurred, were af- 
terwards presented and paid from the trea- 
sury of the yearly meeting. It would seem 
as though they had charged for the hire of 
their carriages and horses, for we cannot con- 
ceive how such a sum could be expended in 
travelling a distance of about sixty miles. We 
are at a loss to understand, moreover, on what 
principles of justice they could demand or re- 
ceive any thing from the treasury of Society, 
inasmuch as their going in company with her 


attended to our bills, and I Jeft it to him to attend to 
this, and believe that Friends did not suffer him to 
pay the expense of our horses while in the city. 

We took our passage for Providence in a steam 
boat. Jn company were two persons, one of whom 
was called Orthodox and the other a Hicksite, and 
both are since deceased. When H. Crew went to 
pay our passage, these two persons interposed, and 
told him they would pay it. To this he objected— 
said we were prepared to pay our own expenses, and 
wished to do it, and went on to take the money out 
of his pocket to pay it. The two individuals above 
alluded to became more positive that he should not 
pay it; and the Hicksite, I understood, took hold of 
my companion to stop him, and both concurred in 
telling the officer of the steam boat not to receive it 
from him. Here there was no alternative, and he 
had to submit, though with remonstrances against 
it. On our return Foun Newport to New York, the 
same two persons were passengers, and in a similar 
manner prevented Henry Crew from paying our pass- 
age, which he again insisted to do. 

In regard to these several transactions, I was not 
present, and knew nothing of them till they were 
over, Though the other manifested all the kindness 
and attention that could be desired, yet in these mat- 
ters of expense the Hicksite was the most active. 
He attended, I think, principally, if not exclusively, 
to the horses, and when we were about leaving the 
city, he requested to ride with me to the ferry. I 
had no idea that he had any other object in view 
than conversation on the subject of the division then 
in its progress. When we came to the wharf our 
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horses took some fright, and while myself and com-|clear that there was a designing first cause, 
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Married, on fifth day, the 9th inst. at Friends’ 


panion were attending to them, he stepped forward) as the existence of a watch is undeniable evi | meeting near Darby, Tuomas P. Core to Evizaseta 


and paid our ferriage, which | believe was seventy~- 
five cents. When H. Crew was at liberty, he went 
to pay it, but found it done, as he afterwards 


dence that there must have been a watch 


maker. Very well. We admit that the visible 


ALN. 





, on the same day, at Friends’ meeting, 


. . . . . | 
told me, for my impression at the time was, that; creation is an undeniable evidence that it must) Mulberry Street, Avexanver Dinxin to Desonau 


this individual went forward merely to make way for| 
our carriage to go on the boat. But whether these| 
several expenses were paid by them as individuals, 
or as servants of the meeting, was altogether a mat- 
ter of conjecture, for 1 never had one word of con- 
versation (that I recollect) with either of them on 
the subject. 

Such is a full history of the events. I have been 
minute in the detail, and leave it to the reader to} 
determine how far any man can be secure from re-| 
proach, if such circumstanees as these can be ma-| 
nufactured into instruments of disgrace. 

As to the suit of clothes, it is from beginning to| 
end a downright fabrication. There is not one sy!-| 
lable of truth in it. 

Such is the accuracy of Gould’s “ Advocate for 
Truth,” even when they profess to take exact copies 
from records. 

— ——. 
From E. Bates’s Miscellaneous Repository. 


NATURAL RELIGION. 


Natural religion, which is another name for 
deism, professes a belief in one God; who cre- 
ated ail things, and upholds and governs all 
things. 

It professes a hope in happiness after this 
life: that those whose lives have been spent in 
doing good, and endeavouring to make their 
fellow mortals happy, will be happy hereafter ; 
and that the very wicked will meet with some 
punishggent ; and that the practice of doing 
good to our fellow creatures is the only way of 
serving the Creator. 

It is founded on the hypothesis, that the 
visible creation is the only revelation of God 
to man, and that it reveals all that is necessary 
for man to know. 

I believe that I shall not be charged with 
doing injustice to natural religion in the state- 
ment I have made of the principles assumed 
by its professors. 

It stands opposed to the Christian religion 
in denying the divinity of Christ, the propitia- 
tory nature of his death, and in rejecting the 
doctrine of the fallen condition of man. It de- 
nies the authority of the Scriptures, as having 
been given by divine inspiration; not because 
such a revelation can be said to be impossible, 
but because they suppose it to be unnecessary ; 
and further, that the testimony of the Scrip- 
tures, if admitted, would establish the Chris- 
tian religion. 

I propose to examine this system, and show, 
that while Christianity is rejected on account 
of supposed difficulties in it, this natural reli- 
gion has difficulties altogether insuperable. 

In the first place, I assert, that, on their own 
principles, they cannot maintain one single 
article of their belief. I will begin with their 
first article, that there is ONE GOD. Let 
it be remembered as we go along, that I do 
not, in the slightest degree, call in question 
any article of Christian belief, nor suggest the 
idea of any difficulty in maintaining them on 
Christian principles. I am merely showing 
that infidelity is involved in inextricable diffi- 
culties on its own principles. 

How, I ask, do they prove there is one God? 
[am aware that the answer is at hand—the 
evidence of Deity in the visible creation, is 







have been created. 
ed by divine revelation, through the medium 
of which we believe there is but one God. But 
how does the professor of natural religion 
prove that there is but one? The example of 
the watch will answer him no purpose; for 
every one knows, that knows any thing about 
it, that a watch is not made by one individual, 
but many. When we trace the watch back 


|to its crude materials, as they are found in a 


state of nature, and the preparation of the sil- 
ver, the brass, the steel, &c. from the respec- 
live ores, the various mechanical operations 
upon these, to bring them into a fitness for the 
several parts of the watch, the making of these 
several parts, and finally, the putting of all to- 
gether, we shall find an immense number of| 
hands employed in the work. 


Will the deist say that the harmony and 
agreement in the different parts of the visible 
creation show a unity of design, and therefore 
that there could have been but one Creator? 


This evidence is confirm-| Tartor. 


a a 


DIED, 


On first day, the 29th of last month, at Butter- 
nuts, state of New York, Hannan Pearsart, wife 
of Joseph Pearsall, aged ninety years. 

This aged Friend was for many years a member 
and worthy elder of the Society of Friends in the 
city of New York, and through the course of a long 
life manifested, by her daily walk, a bright example 
of the Christian virtues, enduring with much fortitude 
and resignation many severe and trying dispensa- 
tions. For several years previous to her death, she 
was unable to attend religious meetings, or take an 
active part in the concerns of Society; yet she mani- 
fested a lively exercise for the prosperity of Zion, 
and a firm belief in the doctrines of Christianity, as 
professed by our early Friends. Several months 
previous to her close, she often expressed great con- 
cern, that Friends might stand steadfast and im- 
moveable in the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
this day of revolt from the precious testimonies, and 
hope of the gospel, through the mediation and in- 
tercession of acrucified Redeemer. She died as she 
had lived, in the hope of a blessed immortality 


I answer, are not the different parts of a watch through our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 


adapted to each other? Yet we know that 
it was made not by one individual, but many. 


On the morning of the 30th of last month, at Bur- 


Here it must be evident, that if man had no lington, in the state of N. York, Ricuarp Emerson, 


other testimony than that of the visible creation, 
he must have been in the same uncertainty in) 
regard to the number of deities, that involved) 
the ancient pagan nations. It is revelation! 
that teaches that there is but one God. The 
deist cannot prove this first article of his creed, 
without giving up the principle on which he 
sets out to support his whole system. 

But I will pass on to the next article of his 
belief—-That this one Creator upholds and 
governs all things. 

Having failed to support his first article, the 
second must follow the same fate. But waiv- 
ing this dtfficulty, and taking the article now 
before us on original ground, | demand the 
proof by which it is maintained. 

The answer probably will be, that the won- 
derful order in which the universe is preserved 
in its various grand operations, proves that 
there must be a superintending power. We 
believe this, on the authority of those revela- 
tions which God has made to man; but we 
ask, how this is proved by the visible creation ? 
Admit that the universe is a magnificent ma- 
chine, the deist has not proved that it had 
only one Creator. But admit this fact, to 
help him out of the present difficulty, and how 
will it prove that the Creator is the superin- 
tendant of the creation? Do those who make 
machines always superintend them, to keep 
them in operation? Do they not pass into| 
other hands, by whom their operations are su- 
perintended? Is it not so with the watch? Were 
the watch to continue in the hands of the! 
watch maker, the very purposes for which it| 
was made would be defeated. We believe! 
that He by whom the worlds were made, still! 
upholds all things by the word of his power. 
But this is a doctrine of divine revelation: the) 
professors of natural religion cannot prove it. 


(To be continued.) 


}about sixty years. 


an approved minister in the Society of Friends, aged 
The removal of this our beloved 
friend from works to rewards, will be very sensibly 
felt in the circle of his friends and acquaintance. 
He possessed a meek and quiet spirit, and was zeal- 
ously engaged, in the latter part of his life, to warn 
his brethren against the workings of that spirit that 
would destroy a belief in Jesus as the Christ, and 
lead its votaries to consider him nothing more than 
the Jewish Messiah. He was at times much de- 
pressed on account of the schism produced in the 
society by the introduction of anti-cbristian doc- 
trines, more particularly as a few of the members of 
the meeting where he resided joined the separatists : 
some of whom he had heard speak against the propi- 
tiatory sacrifice of Jesus Christ upon the cross, say- 
ing to some Friends, that called to see him a few 
days before his decease, “ what will these poor de- 
luded people do in the end?” He was favoured to re- 
tain his faculties to the last, and a few hours before 
his close supplicated that this might be his last ill- 
ness, yet centered in resignation to the divine will : 
Death to him had no terror, nor the grave any vic- 
tory. Ashe lived, so he died, in the hope of joining 
the innumerable company of angels, and the spirits 
of just men made perfect, through the mediation and 
intercession of Christ Jesus our Lord. 





On the 2d inst. at Concord, N. Hampshire, Purse 
Hutcuins, wife of Levi Hutchins, a worthy member 
in the Society of Friends, aged sixty-four years. 
She manifested, through a long series of years, that 
her faith was built on the immutable rock of ages, 
Christ Jesus ; and her death evinced with what com- 
posure and peace a Christian can die. She sup- 
plicated for an easy passage out of life, which was 
so remarkably granted her, that those who stood by 
her bedside could scarcely discover when her happy 
spirit took its flight. 


There is more pleasure in the peace of a 


good conscience, in the well-grounded hope 
that our sins are pardoned, in serving God, 


land in the expectation of eternal life, than in 


all the pleasures in the world. 
Countess of Warwick. 
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Religion, which is an acquaintance with) the circulation of our paper and rendering its| 
God in spirit, is the noblest principle which) contents more useful and interesting. 
man is capable of. But the activity and ener-| In looking back upon the past, we find the| 
gy of it are not at man’s command, We are to}most remarkable circumstance to be the un-| 
be quiet, passive, and not seek to stir up our| expected circulation of the paper. ‘The first | 
beloved till he please. Let us abide at home| number was put to press before a single wb-| 

in the house) till intelligence arrives that the|scriber had been obtained, and amidst the| 
Master is come, and calleth for us. Men, will-;} doubts and discouragements of some of our! 
ing, and running of themselves, after the know-| most valued and intimate friends. None of 
ledge of religion, as they do after discoveries| the ordinary arts of bookselling have been 
in natural science, bewilder themselves, and! used—the paper was suffered to work its own 
effect nothing that is profitable. Patiently; way, and the subscription list has risen steadily, | 
wait, and quietly hope, is the lesson which we) yet rapidly, to its present number, and conti-| 
should learn. How dry and like ashes our|nues to rise at a scarcely diminished rate. | 
minds are, when the flame of religion €! mean! We do not attribute this wide. popularity to| 
the active present virtue of it) is extinct. any particular merit of our own. The exi-| 
Richard Shackleton. |generes of Society needed such a medium of! 

|communication. Rumour, with her hundred | 
—=—=|tongues, was abroad. The simplest transac- 
tions were misrepresented—the characters of, 
__... |those who stood firm in the cause were tra-| 
| duced—and, before the falsehood could be 
detected and refuted, the mischief was done, 
| the seeds of jealousy were sown, and the feel-} 

In the discharge of our editorial duties, we! ings of distant friends alienated. Often the} 
have often felt inclined to appeal to the sym-| truth was never told till the ear had become 
pathy and candour of our readers. Let any | deaf through prejudice, and then was told in| 
one look at the variety of objects aimed at by| vain. The appearance of “The Friend” | 
“ The Friend,” and then reflect how impossi-| dissipated these evil jealousies like morning 
ble it is to comprise even a small portion of|shadows ; those which it did not destroy, it 
them ina single sheet of paper, and he wiil|rendered in great measure harmless. It has 
perceive, that, in order to fulfil our design with| enabled truth for once to out-travel falsehood ; 
any sort of credit, we must perform a kind of|it has furnished a medium, threugh which one 
circuit through our territory ; that, to please} part of the Society is profited by the sufferings | 
the various and opposite tastesof our subserib-| and example of another—by means of which| 
ers, there must be a variety in our bill of fare,|a quick circulation of knowledge and feeling 
which will unavoidably affect the character of| is maintained throughout the body at large. 
each number, so that our readers must not ex- 
pect to be equally pleased and interested in} from being limited to its influence in the all- 
every one that is issued. Something, we trust, leng rossing subject of the present controversy. 
is published every week, of general interest ;| We wish to make * The Friend’? the medium 
but to-day we must seek more particularly to|through which the members of our religious 
please the young, and to-morrow the old ; at| Society shall become better acquainted with 
one time ‘the learned and the grave, and at|/the characters and writings of our predeces- 
another the cheerful and the gay. 
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Our views of its usefulness, however, are far | 








Provided | sors—with the genius and tendency of our 


| their understandings. 


The external evidences 


‘and the historical illustrations of Scripture 


truth will therefore be made to oceupy a large 
space in our columns. We wish to promote 
a spirit of sober and earnest inquiry upon all 


these points ; we wish to see the members of 


our Society, not merely living under the bless- 
ed influences of the Spirit of Truth, but armed 
for the holy controversy against infidelity, able 
to give a reason for the hope that is in them, 
and to combat and overcome the sceptic on 
his own ground. In the present day of uni- 
versal education, and of knowledge—more su- 
perficial than solid—more various than exact 
—a day in which the human mind seems to 


ibe tasking itself to outdo all that has ever 


before been done, in every kind of good and 
of evil, of folly and extravagance, the cha- 
racter with which our fondest wishes for the 
welfare of the Society would invest it, is that 
its members should be solidly educated, tho- 
roughly taught whatever they attempt to learn, 
that their minds should be imbued with the 
principles and the testimonies which we have 
to bear from their early youth—that we should, 
as a people, keep pace in solid learning with 
the improvements of the age—that the bless- 
ing for which Agur prayed might be dispensed 
unto them in temporal, and a faithful and obe- 
dient heart, according to knowledge, be vouch- 
safed in spiritual things. 





The yearly meeting of the new society of 
Hicksites, which has been holding in this city 
during the present week, had not closed when 
this paper went to press. 

We understand that not much of importance 
has beendone. ‘The proposal for a change in 
the discipline, relative to the appointment of 
elders, was under consideration; but we are 
not yet enabled to state positively the result. 

‘The meeting was decidedly smaller than the 
one held by them last year. We believe that 
the men’s meeting did not consist at any time 
of more than five hundred persons of all ages. 


we keep the great interests of virtue and reli-| institutions. The voluminous publications of It.is not a little remarkable, that the meeting 
gion steadily in view, and do not forget the| the founders of the Society are inaccessible | held by the Hicksites in the tenth month, 1827, 





immediate object and end of our editorial ca-| 
reer—the interests and prosperity of the So-| 
ciety of Friends, we think this alternation of 
subject not merely allowable, but beneficial | 
and desirable. It enables us to place before} 
our readers more elaborate dissertations upon 
literary and scientific topics, than it would be 
in our power to give, were we to attempt to} 
comprise, in the pages of a single number, all 
that variety of the useful and agreeable which 
we flatter ourselves the series of * The Friend” 
exhibits. ‘Thus the paper gains in solid worth 
what it loses in mere liveliness. ‘They who 
find much of the subject matter of to-day un-| 
interesting, will have their taste gratified, we | 
trust, in the next ; and those who are disposed 
to be hypercritical, must remember, that the 
taste and opinions of several thousand readers 
are to be gratified and respected. 


At this period of general assemblage, we are 
naturally led to review the course we have 
pursued, and to look forward to that which 
we have marked for the future—to anticipate 
the questions and suggestions of our friends, 
and to solicit anew their aid, both in extending 





to a large portion of its present members.| Was larger than any of the subsequent ones ; 
Many of them are only to be found in a few|and we venture to predict, that they will con- 
libraries. It is our desire to appropriate a|tinue to decline both in numbers and interest. 
still larger portion of our paper to selections} Men who associate without any bond of com- 
from and notices of these works than has hi-|mon interest or religious principle, from the 
therto been done. We have the promise also,| mere impulse of party spirit, cannot long re- 
on which we rely, of a series of biographical} ™main a united or harmonious body. And as 
notices of our early Friends, which will enable} nothing but the love of religion and the prac- 
us to throw before our readers in perhaps ajtical exercise of it can possibly preserve any 
new shape a large portion of historical inform- religious community from falling to decay, so, 
ation, illustrating the rise and progress of the| We apprehend, the new society will soon find 
Society. that they lack those essential requisites, to 
When we reflect upon the recent convulsions|ensure permanency and the benefits to be 
which have shaken us like an earthquake, we| derived from social worship. 
must be struck with the reflection that a schism F iy 
of the very peculiar character which this has| ‘The yearly meeting of Friends, for Penn- 
assumed, could never have rent a people among | Sylvania, New Jersey, &c., commences at 
whom existed a general acquaintance with|the usual place, the meeting house on Mul- 
those external and historical proofs upon which| berry street, on second day next, the 20th 
the authenticity of Scripture rests, no less than| instant. ‘The meeting of ministers and elders, 
upon its internal evidence. Had the great to-day. 
body of the people who have separated from 
us, been properly informed on this subject, 
they would never have swallowed the gross 
deceptions which have been practised upon 











PRINTED BY ADAM WALDIE & CO. 
Carpenter street, near Seventh. 





